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A warm day in June, way out on Oak Knoll,

With my saw and my axe |'|IJI'II-I on apole,

| was fixang a wheel on my Boarg-Fhpping Packer

When I ghmpsed what 1t 'rnuuht was 4
Green-crested Quacker.

| looked to the sky. That wasn't a bird.

It looked hke a Green-crested man. How absurd!

[

He was dnfting along just riding the breeze
When below him he heard the clink of my keys.

"Mister!" he yelled wath a whiskery wheeze,

"l am Guardharw rotector of trees.”

With one squinted eye, he sized up my clothes,
My ae my saw, and my steel-booted toes. gt
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"Sir!" he said loudly . "vou are gnsly with greed.
Cutting Hagharks 1s M-a bus deed.
Look what a mess vour hacking has made.
You did all of THIS just to get vour bills pad™

"MNo, not at all." | said wath a smile.
"Have a seat on that pile.
This mught take a while."

T WON'T teke a seat, or LISTEN, ar LEXOE"
the Guardbark raved on. He snarled and he shool.

7

1 ,._;

i.r."-‘l' But before | could shake or offer a seat.,
= The Guardbark stopped,
stiffened, _
and stamped his two feet.
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"Oh, Mr. Guardbark. vou're A |
"Moo trees for the futur};:mu&%:: ul indeed.

That's why | carry my of tree seeds.
And my Dirt Digaing Flh;?ﬁer to plant them wath speed.

"In fact, for every ONE tree that | need,

h}{:lant FIVE fmd—s-tmmgﬁ, trae-ﬁlmkgﬁlsaads!
friends do the same 15

Emn'ullmn aday - lt's part of the plan.

"Thirty-some yvears agn| Iust this past Ma_',.r

WEh&:I[-LﬂL the trees that are growing :
We've worked really hard to our tre&; -

o keep lots {:ftha'n growing, and free from disease.”

Talkings much thm ]cmmgjruur head""

"Okay , we'll brutish tree
ka_g_v,r off ynln'tﬂ&n?:uﬂ your mmcl-}ﬂicmgsm:ﬂ'

I turned off my saw
%mmmﬂﬂgﬂﬁ&emm_

Then Guardbark began, "I'm angry all

What future is there with no trees in
Trees clean the arr. E’.‘u‘ub—blrdsarmt
Fuzz-worms and use trees for ther nests."
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ast hit of news
s off by the twos, ™
or the trees that vou use?

I'HAT won't remove my Tree-Hacking blues.”

He looked rather gloomy there shaking his head,
I guessed he must not know the truth, so 1 said,
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| realized that Guardbark did not want to know

How the earth keeps on changing so | spoke sort of slow, : -
"With wildfires and wind, insects and disease,

Mature, herself, renews stands of old trees."

Then | gave imthe i%% the truth of the matter.
[ looked at the Guardbark. His mouth turmed to gristle. This Guardbark did MOT want to hear idle chatter,
His eves shot some darts. His nose whirred a whistle. ) . .
"Bt Nature is patient anel willing 1o wait "We're teaching our people just how to conserve
Twernit old frees NOW. and we've set aside land in National Preserves.
The wet's whait T hate!” 95 mullion Acres (to be quite precise)
_ _ _ Have been set aside JUST to look mee.
| agreed with the Guardbark that it alway s 15 good {Well.- entters and plants DO use this land.
To save some of the old, histonical wood. It just 150t used by woman or man. )
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"Mow breathable air- | looked at the Guardbark, the geam m lus ei, €.
You've got a point there. [ knew we weren't finished, this sentry a

We all need clean air. As soon as that thought was leaving my head,
For that there's no spare. The Guardbark spoke up and here's what he said,

"But if we examine the scientists’ rule;

We see that the planet's clean air and its cool
Depend on YOUNG trees n tree-growing school.
That"s where thev leamn how to u5-e C-0-2

To make lots of oxy gen. Really, it's true!”

"BIODIVERSITY. Mow there s a word.
A Science-y , Frogbirdy word 1 have heard."
He thought for a moment and then he went ol
"Will THIS still be there when the trees

have been sawn™

http://www.nof ma.org/truaxbookpg6.htm 4/28/2005 2:49:24 PM



NOFMA: The Wood Flooring Manufacturers Association - 901-526-5016 - "Truax" Children's Book Page 7

| hike these discussions where views are debated. "Cutting the trees sends SOME critters runming,
=0l d facts and quickly 1 stated, But others move i, some cute, and some cunning
"BIOD TY, let me mumch on the leaves. They grow on the bark,
That word has lots of meanings for me. none loves it more than the Pink-spotted Lark.
"In each of our forests, entters abound. "A newly -cut forest has sun on the ground
Leafsnatchers in treetops. Legbugs aground. And BIODIVERSITY leaps and abounds.

They 're snackmg and burrowing, All kmds of new species move m together

packmg and scurrowl From scales to warts, from fur to fedthers."

Therr lives alway s c:hmging—nf%must be quite hurrowmg
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